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DOCUMENT RESUNE

S In an effort
and written word, Public law.
1977 establishing the Center
‘This pamphlet reports on the

to underscore the 1mportance of® the book
-129 was 51gned by President Carter ina.

:

T. the Book in the Library of Congress.
rogress made.in the first year of

planning during four meetlngs’dlrected at potential activities, the

international flow of bocks, organizational structure, and the
bistory of books and printiig..Also included is a list.of advisors

apd Library of Conrgress staff members who attended one or more of the
meetings and a verbatim reproductzon of PL 95-129.
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A ,Ih'e Center for the Book in the Libr:;ry of’Corigress was

established bj an. Act o ongress, Public Law 95-129, signed by President
Ca.rteg on October, 13, 1977. With this law-the Congress affirmed its belief in

““‘the importance of the pnnted word arid the book’” and recogmzed the nieed |

»

o

" for continued study and development of the written record as “central to Our .-
understandmg of ourselves and_our world.” President Carter approvcd :ﬁe
legmlatmn as ‘aa contmumg indication” df his *‘commitment _to- scholarly,

- research arid the development of public interest in books/an'd readmg

" The new law was on@ result of"“:&mew of. the L:brary s activities 1n1nated

by Librarian of Congress Daniel J. BOOI"SPJT In€arly 1Q77 an advisory group

noted that.even "though the entire functlon of the Library of €ongress obvi-

e . ously related to-the role of. the: book _in Amerzcan culfure, it would be u:eful
"" to” creaze 3 new bbdy s_p,ecxﬁcnﬂy de51gned to increase appreciation of

bacjk Eilirarian Boorstin ‘enthusiastically agreed as did ‘Representative Lucxen

NﬂNgd f" thh1gan-and Senator Howard Cannon of Nevada, the Cha.u'man

-,and’ Vi airman, respectively, of thé Joint-Committee on the lerafry and

. the cos‘gorlmrs of the Ieglslanon- At the planning meeting held sh;gblly after
v 'approval Af P.Lr.95-129, /The Librarian described the purpose oflthe new .
- Center- #to organize, focus and dramatize our nation’s interest ang attention

' on the' bdok, to rna.rshzﬁ the natlon s support—spmtual physical, 4nd fiscal—
- £6r the book.”” = « - - " - /

The Cénter for* the Book hopes to serve as a cataly'st in the book wodd .
workmg through and with othef osganizations.to stimulate interest in the
" book, te rexplore; issues related to theacrucml role of the printed word-in our

cultures®o-~ encourage rgading, and fo_encourage research dbout books and

about reading. The Center’s goal is to. bring together—in spu/-u: and in action—
authors, pubhshers, -boolsellers, hbranans,. educators, sch/olars, -critics, and.,
above all, readers wholare concerned about the role 6f the‘book-zn our
- society. Its activities will be carried out in the spirit of the Charter of the .
. Book, set forth ir.1972 during Internatlonal Book: Year. The:.Charter’s ten

. pnncxples are:

' ‘.-.‘. . i .1

- -
-

Everyone has the right to read.
BooLs are essennal to educanon.
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A sound publ.lshmg 1ndustry is essential to na.tlonal development
Book manufacturing, facdltles Zre necessary to the development of pub-

N hshmg. )
Booksellers. prowde a_fundamental service as a link between’ pubhshers

) and the reading public.
: -L:branes are national resources for the transfer of mfonnatlon and

- knowlcdge for the enjoyment of wisdom and beauty. .
Documentation serves books by preserving and making available essen’tlal

¢

. background material. N
The free flow of books between ‘countries is an essential supplement to

national supplies and promotes international understanding.
Books servé intecnational understandlng and peaceful cooperation.
_ To support these ideals and its Swn objectives, the Center is developing a
- ' -national advisory structure and a variety of seminar, rescarch,  publication,
exhibit, and audipvisual programs.- All of the Cen:er’s activities are being
planned in collaboranon with other organizations -and" Library of Congress

X

- offices. -
The L:,brary ¢ comprehensive collections and the dwerse..sktlls of its special-

ists will greatlv enrich the Center’s endeavors. In turn, the Center will en-

- hance the Library’s established progranis and provide a new internal focus for

many of its acnvztxﬁé;_'f'he varied nature of the Library’s activities-will enable

it to enlis¥ the cooperation of a wide rahge of organizations, many of which

(e.g., he communications 1ndustry, educational groups, -and government

agencxes) rarely consider themselves part of the book community. Represen-

g - tatives frem many of these Qrgaruzatlons are being invited to serve on the

Center’s National Advisory Boird which is headed by.George, C. McGhee,

' former ambassador to Turkey:and The ‘Federal Republic of Germany and ,

. formechairman of the board of the Saturd:  Review. Within the Library af
. Congress itself, the Center will remain small. It will rely, when appropriate,’
on the staffs of various divisions, on organlzanons out51de the Lrbra.ry and on

-
4

~
1 4 - N

volunteegs. - - .
>
Proposals for specific semindrs, programs, and research projects are wel-> "\

come. ThE interests of the Center for the Book encompass a broad range of
subjects. including the educational and cultural role of the bock: the hlstorY‘ -
of bSoks and printing; the future of the book, especially as it relates to. '?W\ ’
techrologies ard:other media; the international flow of books and the contiix .
bution «of the ‘book to mternazgonal understanding; authorship-and writing; ,
the publishing, design, and production of books; the distributign, access, an
use of books and printed materials; reading; literacy; and the role and influ-
< ence of the insfitutions of the book world. - -8 Y-

The Center for the Book'is privately funded. WE are grateful to Mrs. Cha.rles
i W. Engelhard, Jr. and McGraw-Hill; Inc. for supporting the Center’s initial
actjvities, especially tRe four planming meetings summarized in. this pamphlet.
Many of the worthwhile ideas proposed during these meetings can be.under-

. - _ . -

-
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‘taken only ‘with_help—ideas, effort, and’ money — from individuals -and organi-
zations outside the Library of Congress. The Center’appreciates.the aid it has_
received from other organizations through the cooperative sponsorship of
teveral of the cvents listed in-the chronology that follows. Finally, we
acknowledge the help of many individuals who have taken time from their’

busy schedules to assist in our mutual effort to, in Dr. Boorstin’s words,'--,
“make this age, this nation, and this place a sta.gxng ground for a Renaissance

of the Book.” AR = v

-

. THE CENTER FOR THE BOOK ,
THE PLANNING YEAR—AND BEYOND

bl

~

v
1977 . . ' h : *
October 13 President Carter signs P. L. 95- 129 estabhshmg the’Center for
- - the Book in the lera.ry of Congress. -
R 4 > - rﬂb
October. 20 Planning mecnng. potenua.I activities of the Center for the
- Book. 7 7 oot R

3 - ————

1978 s -\7\*\% - |
February 14 [Ilustrated. talk about British and Continental book bindings
' by Mirjam Foot, Assistant Keeper, Rare Book Collecnons, The
. British leraxy., . N - -

-~ - -
-~ -

Fébrua.ry 23 Planning meeting: the international flow of books. -

March 23 '. Planning meeting: the organxzanonal structure of the Center .
k for the Béok. '

-, - -
.

April 13 | Ilustrated talk by San Francisco book‘ designer Adnan Wilson
- - about the research and discoveries that led to the pubhcanon
T of his The Making of the Nuremberg Chronzcle (1977)

-

April 13-14 Plann‘ing m‘ecdng: the history of books and printing. , T

> -,
- - - Sl

- April 26-27  National seminar on “Television, the’ BooL amd’ the Cl&ss--
_ g room,” cosponsored with the U.S. Office of Educatnon._Morn—
. _ . mer J. Adler and Frank Stanton are the featured spcakers.

-

: N
. (Chi-cagoj' Reception"@r Chichgo authors, cosponsored with
the American Library Association dtmng its annual conven-

s

‘dom.- . - _ . - ;i
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~—— —October10 — Program on ““The Book in Mexico> "~ ="~~~ T
October 23 - Illustrated talks by J'oi'nn Drc;rIEuS and Hans Schmaéller on
' “Four lMastcrs of Twenticth Century Printing.” : . . ,
: : : ? o, ' -
i November 13’ Lecture by author Jill Patoh Walsh, commemorating Natlonal
- Cl'u.ldren s Book Week. . -
1979 - o s ) T k

March 12-13 - Program on children’s books and reading.

Nanona.l seminar on “Thc Tcxtbook in American Educamon,”

. April 25-26
cosponsored w1th the U.S Natiohal Institute of Educanon.
June (Dallas) Receptlon for Texas authors, cosponsored with the
N . American Library ASSOClatIOIl during its annual convention.
n . : . -
- : 7 (May 1978)
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IDOTEI\J'TIAL ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTER FOR THE BOOK .
October 20, 1977 . | '

1Y 3
- P . .. .o
ooT Forty-three individuals from various parts of the United

-~

States rnet-g"n the Whittall'Pavilion-on October 20 to help the Library plan the

acnwtles. of its’ new Center for the Book. President Carter signed P.LI 95-129,
creating thé" Ccnter on October 13, 1977. The Center’s purpose is to stimu-

Iatc interest in the role. of the book in society, tostudy the history and future_

prospects of the book and to gromote books and reading.
Librarian-of Con"gress Da.mel‘_]'. Boorstin opened the day-long ¢ October 20

' meeting by mtroducmg Repnesentzuvc Lucien N. Nedzi,, cha_u-rnan of the

Joint Committee &n the, lerary and cosponsor of the bill to iteate the

‘Center. The other cosponsor, .Senator. Howard Cannon, was represe!'nted by

William Coghrane, staff director of. the Senate Committee o Rules and -
Administration. The Librarian also introduced _]'ohn Y. Cole, Ofﬁce of Plan- .
ning and Development, who will be in charge of the Center.

In his opening remarks. The Librarian described why the Center was néeded

and why it shoufd be at the Libra.ry of.Cczngress- -

—

You | y wonder why the Library of Corzgre.s‘s, which, of all places on
earth, Lg‘: center for the book should now become a place for the estab-

-7 lishing of the Center for the Book. It is to organize, focus, and dramatize

. our nation’s interest aqnd attention on the book, to marshal the nation’s

fupport—spiritual, physical, and fiscal—for the book.
The Times call for it. Why? Because this is a mult;medza, electronzc

* media-ridden, annual-model age. : "R
‘ The Place is here. This institution has a greater vested interedt in the
book than ang other place on earth. For us, the book is not only a vested
. interest but a vésted idea. Because we at the Library of Congresscollect
knowledge and entertainment resources in all media—in film and orn tape,
on pkonograph' records and on motion picturés, in manuscript, from

: radio and television, on maps—as well as in books, and we have the



YA

. . /

~world’s_great collections .in these media; because. we are.the greategt. . .
copyright deposit in all formats; because we collect in all languages (468
at the last count!), because we have been doing this for 177 years, and
will g6 on for more centuries. Because of all this, we know, better than
anyagne else, the dangers of the book being stzﬂcd drowned, suffocated,
butied, obscured, mislaid, misunderstood, unupderstood, urread—both
from ncglect and from the rising level of the incro sing flood. Because we-
do serve the Congress, whosq-znterests krow no boXnds, because we serve
all libraries, scholars of all sorts and conditions, teaNhers, readers, quasi-

readers, semi-readers, and even, we suspect non-reader

As the nationagl library of a great free republic, we

ve a special dut_y;

. -~ and a special intrest to see that books do not go unrea¥, that they arc

read by all gges and. conditions,”that books are not buried, in their own

- excess, under their own dross, naot lost from neglect nor obsclored from us

. by specious alternatives and synfhetic substitutes. As the national Library
of the most technologically advanced nation on earth, we have a special -

duty, too, to see that the book is the useful, illuminating servant of all
. other technologies, and ‘that all other technolog:es become the effect:ve -
*"  illuminating acolytes of the book. ‘
' The Library of Congress is our mission headquarters, but we hope and
expect to train and ernicourage missionaries all over our nation. Unlike
some other- missions, this mission is explosively ectimenical. Na ather
mission ¢an be more ecurnenical. For the boo7e is the most conservative
and the most liberal, the most traditional and the most revolutionary of
media, the most atheSstical and the most reverentigl, the most retrospec-
tive, and the most futuristic. It i wuty tovkeep that mission energeti-
cally alive. The book  is the reservoir of all the ideas that we have
forgotten; and will be yxe reservoir for ideas still unborr;z -
Today we are here, encouraged by our Congress and our Pres:dent
osted by the greatest library on earth, to find ways to fill the special
) rzeeds of our time and_ our ration, to seize the opportunities I have
suggeSted, to find new apportunities, and to keep ourselves ready for still
newer Opporfunities. Here we shape plans for a grand national effort to
‘ _ make all our people eager, avid, understanding, critical refiders. To make
' this age, this nation, and thzs place tk&stagzng ground fora Rerza:ssarzce-

of the Book. . L e 4 ' o

Several individuals were- mwted to soeak about what they would like to see .
the Center for the’ Book do—its potential in their respecnve areas of interest.
Their talks, orgamzed,a’round several aspects of the b/ook, provided the frame-

work _fo;‘ the day’sdiscussion. .

Tiz Readzng ofBaoks L. ) | ]
Robert Wedgeworth described the long-scanchng interest of the American
Library Association (ALA) in promoting books and reading, mdudmga new .

- -
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ALA-sponsored book review column that now appears in over 700 U. S. news-

papers. Since television-is the: mostimportantinfluence on our culture-today,

he urged the Center to find ways that tclc'«ns1on could be used %o improve and
encourage reading skills. It also should be used to promote the book itself.
For example, the Center should work with the television networks, or per-
haps with phbhc television, to devclop a major television series about rkc;olc

the book has. played and is playing i our society.
The next speiaker, Theodore Waller, addressed the quqstlo‘ns of hteracy ahd

the development of lifctime reading habits, expressing his fegling that’ bo’fh‘- - -

tc%ﬁcs should be of prime concern to the Center. Seweral aspects were if mecd-s

- of study, but especially reading motivation in young people and literacy

+»maintenance among adults. As the Center pursues its goal of helping America
"become more of a reading nation, it should build on the experiences of
groups such as the American’ Book Publishers Council’s Committee on Read-
ing Development and t\hc National Book Committee. ; :

The purposes of Reading is 'Fundamental, Inc. (RIF) were described by
Mrs. Robert McNamara and Ruth Graves. RIF, a national organization that
makes inexpensive books available to children, gives most of its books away.
In her comments Miss Graves urged the Center for the Book to take full-
advantage of regional pride and good will; for example, the proposed festival
of the book should not be.confined to Washington, D.C. 'She also suggested
“he application of many of the programs o&f the Library?’s Division for the

Blind and Physically Handicapped (DBPH) to wider purposes..One example _

would be the use of recordings from DBPH’s talking books program on. radio.
The book also should be pr8moted through public service advertisements on

éth ‘radio and television. Another possibility was the publication and distri-
bptlon of annotated reading lists. The Center also should ﬁnd a way to make_
use, of experience oemg gained by the ‘““courses by newspaper’ programs now:.

ey
- »

underway. T

-
»

The Creatzng of Books ' .
’ Jaroslav Pelikan expressed his hope that the Center would makeé a contribu-.

‘tion to the scholarly study of scholarly writing. He mentioned three toplcs

" needing attention: the editing of texts,.translations and translating, and the-

writing of non-fiction. The last subject, the process of creating a schola.rly
work of non-fiction, was an especially fertile area for exploration.

Author John Hersey applauded the creation of the Center but addcd a
word of-caution about ‘governmental zeal for the arts. He did feel, however,
that this declared intention on the part of the lerary of Congress to find
new ways to support.the book would be welcomed by authors. The cerémo-
nial aspect of suEh\a_ctwlty should not be neglected; for example, the consul-
tantship in sgoetry was st right,” and additional consultantships should be
established. He urged the Cénter to concentrate a limited number of projects,
commenting that a rifle—rather than a shotgug—approach would be best. ~

The need to entice more readers to more books in all parts of the United

) 7
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States was stressed bv William McPherson. “The Center should encourage

ompeople -to read -and -never-1Gsc sxgh,t -of-thc- gencral reader ‘who, “after alli-is -

probably the most important perfon in the cntire process. Mr. McPherson
suggeste Lgthat the Center c\:plorc ways to raise the level of book reviewing, to
encouragd more and bc'!:tcr rcvxcmng of a greater number of books. ¢

Gencral Commnients

Librarian, Boorstin next_ asked participants for. their comments and for

. additional ideiad about what the Center might do with-regard to the reading
.~and creating of books. Clare Boothe Luce talked about the need to make the
+ book morec.visible, noting for example that.there was rarely any suggestion on

nctwork television that anyone éver rcad. As a pz;ffal remedy, she felt the

Centgn might encourage the networks to make ' a natural part of the
bacKground or decor of more television prograr s newspaper cditors
shohld encourage rcaders to write letters descrio.._ a1 250 words or Iess,

books they have recently recad and enjoyed. Such letters should appcar regu- o=

.=larly on the editorial or “op-éd”’ page. .. ..)

Matthew Hodgson raised the possibility of the Center for the Book sponsor-
ing literary prizes, or at least studying the nced and purpose of such prizes,
pointing out tlhat the National -Book Awards seemed to be in “a state of
disarray.”” Marcus Cohn pointed out that a substantial increasc had been
recommended for the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS). He felt the Center
should immediately begin discussions with PBS offi¢ials to sec how at Icast a
portion of those funds might be used to promote books and reading. It was
likely that PBS would be receptive.

George C. McGhee reflected on tE¥® need to sce that books are available ata
reasonable price while still keeping competition alive. Since books prices are
so high, he suggested tbe formation of'néw kinds of lend1ng arrangements—in.
hotels and airports, f6r example. Perhaps the Center could encourage these
new arrangements. Walter Davis felt that the Center and the AFL-CIO Depart-
ment of Education pright work togethcr to encourage home libraries, reviving
an earlier AFL-CI{J project. Stephen Garrett hoped- thé Cenger. in its  orts
to encourage reading, would offer concrete suggest:ons abouL how ro find
time to read. Anothcr goal should be to make reading more **socially acce- -
able and des1mb]c. . Lo :

Ernest Boyer called for the ‘Center to inyolve, schools in i-- Soncern about
books, the media, and reading. A first step could be the cosponsorship, with -
the Ofﬁce of Education, of a seminar on “The Book, Television, and the
“Classroom.” Leeds Barroll described the state histories project -recently
funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities. He cited it as .n .
example of a program w‘é‘;ere content, in this casc the history of a partlcular
statfis sttmulated an interest in readxng, and~cautioned the Center a.ga:nst
promonng reading simply because “reading is good.” Paul Brandweift sug-
gested that the Center look into the process .whcf‘éby non-reading activities,
e.g., music, art, drama, and photography, lead to rcadmg He also commented

. - f
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-—cry-systems of the-culture” as represented by most textbooks.-

AW -

-

on the benefits and the dangers of *‘pre-digested culture’™ or *‘comipact deliv-

The Selling of Books - -
Dan Lacy discussed ways in which the Center for the Baok could have a

lasting influence on the book, reading, and American culture. In addition to
"its concern about book publishing and selling, the Center must become
involved with the educational process, the media, and especially with those
organizations already exerting great influence on the shaping of our sgciety.
This list would include agencies such as the National Endowment for the
Humanities, the National Endowment for the Arts, and the newly estabhshcd
National Center for the Humanities. The,Center’s most useful function might
be as a catalyst in bringing these and other organlzatlons- together. If it is
successful, it soon. will develop its own standmg as a public interest organiza-

tion dedicated to enhancing the role of the book in our society. .

Robert Hale commented on the need for continued cooperation between
librarians and booksellers. He endorsed the Center’s stated purpose of helping

‘““awaken our nation to the world of booksX and two of the ideas discussed
carlier—the festival of the book and raising the.level of book reviewing. The
Center, however, should put a top priority on sponsonng programs or semi- -
nars about children’s books; for the Unxtcd States was far behind many
European nations in devcloplng children’s book programs. He felt that a
strong central force with a truly national emphasis was needed, and hopcd the
Center might be that force. el -

Arthur Brody addressed the problem of making more books ava_tlable to the
public and hoped the Cériter could study some of the obvidus problems and -
inefficiencies in the present system ‘of book distribution. He alsc looked to
the Center to encourage the idea that books should be available in locations,
besides librariés and bookstores. For example, certain’ savings banks now have
circulating libraries. The Center should stp’nulate other “unorthodox’’ tmeans
ofi;ook distribution. ’

’ ~—

The Study of Books
C/ Thomas Tanselle reminded the andience that the Center for the Book

was to have a scholarly side as* well. He outlined several gwvays it might stimu-
late the study of the history of books and printing,. focusnﬁ on the topics of
analytical bibliography and scholarly editing. The Center could encourage

textual stodies, prepare or encourage the compilation of analytical bibliogra- -

phies, serve as a clearinghouse for techniques of blbhographlcal knowledge,

promote higher bibliographical standards, publicize the importance of retain- °

~ing dgphcate gopies of books for historical study, and encourage libraries to
retain b:bhograph:c.al oddities for further study. It could publish useful guides
and bibliographies and perform certain coordinarting ﬁxncuons, e-g-» bringing

togethervarious chronological imprint catalogs. : .
Tcrry Belanger supplemcnted Mr. Tansel]e s remarks- He also quest:oned
[ R : " _ o . E 9 .
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how far the 'Cénter could or should go 1n-attempt1ng to stimulate readlng and =
mentienad some of the .differences between the book as a medium and the 2 .
bon as a physical object. The study of the hlstory of the book 1s by its very

“nature an xnterdmczplmary study, and the Center could be a useﬁﬂ “stimulus

and resource to schola.rs engaged 1n hmtoncal studies. ‘ : T, T
+ - VT .
- o Lo . L .

) \'Cgt eral Comnzents T ' ' : ‘. .

Following the last proup . of prepared rema.rks, Librarian Boorst:m asked )
individual participants for their® comments and for additional 1deas. Kay Sex-

. ton hoped the Center could help break down the barriers that exist between

e Stanley Marcus made severalzbbservanons about the a.ntxquated marketmg e

the book world {an “awesomeé’ yet “cloistered® world) and the general pub-

methods used in the book industry, emphasmmg that books were in competi-
non with two- factors: disposal income and time. He felt further study into
book distribution and marketing methods would . be useful* chddren s books,

“for example could be made much more attractive. The importance of budget- -

ing dme, especmlly time to read, cannot be overéstimated. Perhaps the

schools could somehow assist in teaching children its importance. -
Hendrick-Edelman expressed his hope that the Center might pay special

attention to the sociology of reading and to the international aspects¥of

- books and reading. One important topic is the role of the book in aiding and
abettmg cultural plura.hsrn Nearly everything pubhshed commercxally in_ this.

o

-

-

- ~

' honorm

<country reflects the Anglo—Amencan point of view, even though some of the .
richest library collectiqns are in forelgn languages. The distribution of foreign
language books in this country is 2 major, problem even though certain organi-
zauons such 2s the American Bible Society have been successful. The tech--
niques of stich organizations should be studied: '

Townsend Hoopes reinforced several of the ideas exppessed earlier, in par-
ticular, the need for the €enter to establish its priorities and begin doing a
- few things well before the agendai is expanded. The idea of having a festival of
_the-book in ‘Washington %nd simultaneous festivals in other - parts of ‘the

e

. nation 15?. good one. The Center also should consider the role it might play in .
go

utstanding books and authors. W’l’u]e the Center may wish to avoid
bestow-zng ‘any awards, it could provide.the occasion and setting for awards
given by others. Fmally’, as Ted Waller has suggested ‘the Center may want to
distribute read.lng lists to libraries and other orgamzauons around the country
on a continuing, timely basis. - -

Arthur Coons explained his view. that the Cerrter'should support projeéts
~ that recognlzed the role of the book -as the principal vehicle of our cultural -
hentage- Smce statistics show that 60% of -.the people in this cotntry do not
read books, the subject of reading motjvation is of prime importance.

-Susan Wagner expressed .surprise at the” evangehcal tone of many of the

evious’comments and - Beped the Center would not overlook toplc:sjg_c__h_as .
=;ﬁﬂﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁnﬂup between the law and the communications-process, and the role of

Q

copyfight. ~ 7 | ST e ] . - ‘
' 10 . . ' :
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Lew Albert- emiphasized the need to encourage competent translations; in

fa.ct ;hc whole subjeci of translation deserves attention._ . - . .
s ' . - . - . ‘.j',,;'-‘.'" L.
. Luncheon dzsrusszon " T Ty o T

Librarian Boorstin_focused .the luncheon discassion on four. topics: tele-
“Wision and the book book reviewing, book dlsrnbutlon, znd book awards.

~Some ofthe ideas emerging from the dlscuss1on were:. _ ,
* ‘d‘ e - ‘T.;“ .
Television and the book, il ' S

Major communidations corporations, e. g-,-Xerox “and IBM, should be
. asked to he ﬁsponsor televisign programs about the book and, at a later
date, about the Center itself. : N

-
.
~ -

Suggestrons for further reading might be 1nc1udcd as part of the “credn:s
portion at the conclusion of many television programs.’ - .

Television. executives and other repi—eseh_tatives_ of the broadcast media
should be included at future Center for the Book gatherings.
& . - . .

The potential of cable television -shoulc} not be ignored.

Novelizations on television attract a_wide audience and many publica-
tions related to thosé programs are now being sold. Perhaps the Center
could expand on this idea,“stimulating the pubhcatxon of 2 variety of
print materials t& accompany television programs. N :

- The Center should work with the Advertising Council, perhaps in co_opér-
ation with the American Library Association and other groups.

-
-

The creanve suse of television irr schoo]s needs further explbranon and
", support. ' Qv . . . oo

2 .

£, v
..Book Reviewing - : '
Newspaper -editors should be contacted to disctss t:he need for more and
improved book reviews in newspapers; a first step would be a speech by
The Librarian before the American Soc1ety of Newspaper Editors.
0

LY

L

'T}ie Ccn:er should suppoi—t the ALA prbgrai'n of syn_c__:lic_:ated'book-rc;lieWS- ‘

N <

" The schools should encoufage more book revi¢wing Ey stud,en.ts- )

- - —
) .—-r-

Thc Center should provide 3-6 month fellowshxps for book reviewers,
bring them to the Library of Congress-to “refuel,” hold seminars, and do
what-they can to raise the level of book rewewmg.

D e o1
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~~especially to children.

-

~ well as airporsts, in factory lunchrooms as well as in hotels.
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g.;:fioh‘:-houlci also be paid to ix:npro_vihg t_ht; level of discussion about
- Pesrhaps the Center can find 2 way to assist the informal book
discussion clubs that exist throughout the nation. < S

. . & . - -

.. . -

tt

Book DistribUt:i_Bn , - - . e
The Center should encourage the distribution ofibooks in bus statiog

Lending books is good, but pride “3f ownership also is impJdrtant—
. - - - 4 - . ’ 7 . - . '
-The Center should find a formal way to support Reading is Fundamental,
Inc. - . ' ' S
] -

ri '_ o~ -

Book Awards ‘ : .
Dr. Boorstin explained why the Library is reluctant to become involved

-
L

- in giving prizes for anything, including book awards—it is “fraught with

great-dangers,” both political and practical. Furthermore, in his opinion,

 prizes and awards were of questionable value. One alternative, however,

-

- would be to honor all persons given prizes by others. This could be done,
for example, during the propgsed festival of the book. In fact, it would
hQ;lp stimulate interest in tife festival and help focus attention on: the
Library of Congress—and othér libraries—as cultural centers. .

+ - - -
-

Other Ideas . T |
The potential of FM radio for promoting books and reading is enormous.

The Center should address the subject of authorship, p_erHéxps through a
serninar on ‘‘the condition of authorship’ that would explore the role of

the author in our society. v

£ The Center must enlist the support of national assdeiations and not just

-~

-

- those already involved—it should include business, fr(\aternél, university,

religious, and other associations in its effyrts. _Iﬁ other wo;ds, organiza-
"tions that have rarely -before con_siderc;d_ themselyes party of the book"
community should be invited to plartic_ipa:eé | -

£

-

The Center might help establish rea_cliﬁg "‘s:tgndards':’ for young ﬁeo’plé.‘

- . e .
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-~ Z . THE INIERNATIONAL FLOW ey BOOKS -

&

.activities and collections of the Library of Congress: currency convertibility-

&

4
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e o .February 23, 1978

. \\‘& o

- In cooperanon with the Association of American’ Publishets, on February

23, 1978, the Center for the Book sponsored a meeting in the Whittall P:;Cil
jon to explore issues related to the international flow of books. A sec

purpose of the meeting, attended by Library of Congress staff members and
26 individuals representing government agencies, library groups, and-the pub-
hshmg industry, was to discuss ways in which the Center for the Book might
Xerve as a useful catalyst in the -area of international book and-library pro-

grams. The meeting was one in a series of planning sesmons mtended to help_

the Center-develop its program in each of its areas of interest.

Leo Albert opened the meeting by calling attention to several new develop-
ments- relevant to the promdtion of the book internationally, namely “the

forthcornmg merger of the State Department’s Bureau-of Cultiral Affairs
with the JU.S.I'A. to form the International Communications Agency, the

estabhshment of the Center for the Book, the Belgrade Conference on the -
" Helsinki Accords, and an.11-point program of cooperation between W.5: and - )

Soviet publishers. Within this context,-he listed several obstacles hindering the
international flow of information that should be of concern to the assembled
group and to the Center for the Boolg mcluchng problems related to hteracy,

reading motivation, accéss to and distribution of bagks, _censorship’ by foreIgn e
governments, the unwillingness of many ‘countries to ubscnbe to the Beirut

and Florence Agreements, cuirency convemblhty, and international copy-
right. ' .

*Daniel J.- Boorstm, The Librarian of Congress, welcomed the group and

commented on several of the topics mentioned by Leo. Albert. The. Librarian
stressed the importance of two topics that had particular relevance to the

" “and translation. He also addressed the potential role of the Center in the area

of international book and library. programs. His major point.was that the -

Center; in its mtemanonal role, would not function as or replace the Govern-___

S @ P -
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“ment Adesory Comrnn:tee on Interrlatxonal Book and lerary Pr&granfs
(GAC), which’ ‘exzsted from 1962 until 1977. The Center is an informal,
voluntary organxzatxon that will have no official government role, advisory or
“otherwdse. It wdll be pro_]ect—onented and hopes, by and large, to serve as a
~catalyst in stutnﬂatmg other organizations to-carry out these projects. It
should serve as a forum:for the discussion of important issues in the intér-

‘national book world, _but naturaﬂy must remain mon-partisan and non-

.commerczlal There. was 'no doubt as to the’ ob_]ectlve of . the Center’s
mvolvement in international” book matters, however; it was to strive to
“improve the free flow of books across national boundaries. . -

- Joehn Y. Gole, Executive Director of the Center, supplemented the Librar-

ian’s remarks and described the seminars and other programs-being planned. .

Each of these might have an ui‘ternanonal aspect and 8dditional suggestions
were welcome—especially proposalswfo.r cooperatzon between the ,,Center and

-

any of thd organizations represented at the meenng e e .

Frank M2Gowan prfovided the group with an overview ofithe 1nternat:10n.,al
’ roIe now being played by the Library of Congress. He noted that the Library _

' now has dverseas- office’s throughout the world. Their pnmary function is to

 acquire and catalog books and other materials from-the ountry in which
they are located. The activities of these offices plus the Library’s exchange

agreements with msntutlons th}'oughout the world, have madge the Library of

' Congress an international as well as nanonal*hbrary Millions of foreign'items

are acquired each “Vear. and 65% of the Library’s book collection is in a
language -other than English. Barbara Ringer brought the group up to.date
about developments in international copynght,.stressmg the need: for the
United-States to join the Berne convention and so strengthen its visibility in
UNESCO. She also- discussed the double-taxation problem; current develop-.

ments in UNESCO, particularly th%kh:ternanonal Copyright Information. Cen-

ter; and technological problems, especially with regard to cable television and.
videotaping. She felt the Center shogld become mvolved with UNESCO’

book and information programs as soon as poss1ble.
‘Sam Wise reported on developments at the current Belgrade Conference,

B ¢ Lo ] at € roie o c oo was no a major topic oreove_rl ere
ting that the role of the book ¢ jor topic. M th

appeared to be a stalemate of sorts on.those proposals that had been made ~*

concerning the promotion of books and book szles. The next meeting will be
in Madrid in 1980. Robert Baensch described the exchange between U.S. and

Russian publishers maugui'ated in September 1976 and the 11 recommenda-:

-tions made in :November 1977 by the’ Assogiation of American Publishess to

: facilitate book trade” and- the exc.hange of translation rights between the

United: States and the U.S. S'Rﬂ Yale R1chmoqd talked about the various
exchange programs now be1ng sponsored by thé State Department, incliding
the one month sc.holar—m résidence program, _ and exchanges of hbrary ofﬁ-

" cials, actors, ’.a.nd theat:er specml]s'fs and children’s librarians.

Harold Schneidman outlined the proposed functions of the new Intema—

tional Communtcatlons Agency, to be created in Apnl 1978 by the merger of”

.
- . . L

-
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the- State Department’s Bure:ilu of Cultural~ Affairs and the Unrted Staﬂ\tes_-‘h
InformationAgency. He felt t'he Center for the Book could playa useful role
if it energenca]ly encopraged the .use of the book in pdrticular and: print <
media in general in enhancnng U.S. mtematlonal cultural relations. To do so, 1§
it would have, to work closeiy with the ‘International CGommunications-
.Agency, other government agencies, and ‘the private sector. Leo Albert en- -
dorsed the need for a formal communications system . between the State N
- Department and the pnvate sector, and proposed the creation of an American
‘counterpart- to the British Book Development Council, possibly callod the - -
American Média- Council, to assist in these matters. The creation of sdch a
Council -should be considered an agenda item for the Center for the Book. He
also recommended that the Center, in collaboratxon with others, sponsor an
mventory "of -U.S. international book and library programs, both govern-
mental " and private, and. that.._members of the assembled group continue to
~work to develop a convertlblhty program that will be acceptable to the Con-,_ o
gregs. - -

The discussions of the ‘desired role of the Center for the Book in the
mtemanonal area .coentinued. Marnn “Levin felt the ‘Center should consider
hiring a ﬁ:LII time staff person to coordinate its 1nternat10nal activities. It was
suggestedr that’ Eahls person produce a newsletter containing information about -

orthcornmg international meetings and publications, etc.
R'xchard ‘Grif . ested that soft currency in foreign countries might be
. used to train nslators and editors in those countries. Robert Frase dis-
‘cussed the need to move'the Florence Protocol Agreement to thé U.S. Senate
for consxderatlon—and to persuade Canada tq_join the ° agreement. Jean
Lowrie expressed the need to involve librarians at all levels in zntemauonal

ey

translanon 1

exchanges. -7 '
Robert Bernstein recdmmended the Center as the appropriate sponsor for a
proposed annual “Books from America” _exhibit to be shown in foreign coun-
tries. The books, donited by American pubhshers, would be representatwe o.n‘.F
the.year’s publications about American civilization. .
Carol Owens summarized the chscussmns and- added severaf 1dea.s- She o
.- endorsed .the proposed rolé of the Center as.a catalyst and the notion. that e~
have one staff person- —to cod:dlnate 1ntemat1onal activities. The vahre of ~—
information exchange among people in the 1ntematxonal book world cannot
be. overestimated, but an occasional newsletter can serve th1s purpose ‘admira- -
bly. Large, representanve meetings should be directed’at’ ‘discussions of spe-
 cific themes. The Center should be issue-oriented; with specific projects (and .
seminars) developing from concern with the issues. Within the broad frame-
work of the flow of"books to-and from the U.S., the following general topics ;’ »
need ar.tentlon t%-a.nslatlon, language training, development ofilibrary science
.and the. tramlng of librarians in foreign countries, publishing in foreign coun-
‘tries, universal acceptance of and adherence .to- doméstic and 1nternat10na1‘
'copynght laws,  free flow of books within countries "and ' across nanonal
boundaries, access to and d1str1but10n of books and exchanges of people in
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' the. hook world. The first> order of busm érould be, afsugges-ted by Leo
Albert, an inventory.of what is- bemg done and by"whom- This compilarion

iwould also hglp 1denr.1fy specific ne.eds and’ further identify the individuals

o

and organizations most interésted i in and capablerof ﬁlhng these neéds. .
The meeting'concluded with agreement to appoint a small committee repre-,

sentative of the assembled group,® with- appropriate additions,' to worl/ with

L the Center i in shapmg its role and program ‘with regard to 1nternanorlp:{ bock ™
- . \\,
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ORGANIZA TIONAL STRUCTURE -
_ ~% . March 23, 1938 |

"The first meeting, held on October 20, 1977, solicited ideas about potential _

-

Twenty_ mchndua]s representing the book a.nd é&ucat;onal communitiés
met: in the Whittall Pavilion.on March 23 for the s¢cond general planning
meeting to discuss the development of the Library’s new Center for theé Book.

Center, for the Book activities. This meeung focused on the questlon of Ehe
Center’s otfganizational structure. - -
Librarran of Congress“Da.ruel J. Boorstin welcomed the parnc:lpant.s. He

announced that George C. McGhee, former U.S. ambassador to Turkey and___)to :

the Federal -Republic of Germany, and former ¢hairman of the board of

Saturday Review, would serve as chairman of the Center’s Natfonal Advisory -

Board: . The Librarian next reminded his audience of the Center’s general
purpose: to provide a national focal point for stimulating interest in all
aspects of the book. Working with and through otheg organlzatxons, the
Center will strive to enhance appreciation of the rale of the book in our

-society and to encourage reading and the use of books He ernphas:zed that

e Center will not compete with or replace any existing organization; indeed,

':lt seeks to develop worthwhile cooperative projects with many other groups.

tiwill be .a voluntary organiZation, just as the book itself ‘&s the most volun-
tary of media.”

JShn Y. Cole, the Center’s Executive Durector,— reported on developments_.
since the October 1977 planning meeting. He emphasized the need to involve

authors, publishers, booksellers, librarians, educitors, scholars, critics, and
readers in all of the Centér’s endeavors and outlineéd the first steps that have

' been taken toward- developing such broad-based support. Each of the pro-

R held at the lera.ry on Apnl‘ 26-;27 1978. It, like a second semma.r on -

20 7

grams now underway is an experiment; new ideas are always welcome -

-t

1. Irzmtat:onal seminars. A national seminar on “Telewslon, the Book, and

the Classroom,” cosponsored grnh the U.S. Office of Educatlon, will be

- . V 5 . - 17
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C o "‘_Chﬂcfrtcn’s Reading-and Books:”A Transatlantic Perspective,” ta he held——

-

: «2 on_ March ‘1‘2-:1'3, 1979, will bring together recognized nationa.l‘expe?ts

[ > . -, - - - - ¢
N to  discuss and .define pertinent issues-and identify topics in need_of
- LI . . ] S - .

L e ; re s - ] o
v« resgareh. T ) . 2 S

¢ .
. 2. Specialized pl&ﬁnz‘ng"meetings. anl'-‘.eb'ﬁar'y 23, 1978, im cooperation
" with the Ass&:_iaﬁ_\o;f of American Publishersiithe Cegter hosted a gather-

.ing of 30 persons interested in the international flow of books. On prﬂk .
13-14, 1978, it will brir.lg' tggcther at the Library 12 scholars and pub- .
lishers interesged dn- the history of books and printing. The 'pufposeiof A_

. such meee‘tingssgxl"i:o exchange views about pertinent issues and to mgzke '

"+ recommendations about ways in which the Center might serqék'av .

o s v
useful catalyst within vaﬁomspeciﬁzed fieldsr

- ~

-
-

- 3. Speciglized programs. On February 14, 1978, the Center, cooperation .
with the Library?s Rare Book and, Special Collections Division, spon-.
sored an illustrated talk'on bookbinding by a prominent visitor from the
British Library. October 10, 1978 in cooperation with the Library’s
Latin American, anish, and Portuguese Division, it will sponsor a .=
program on “The Book in Mexico.”” The latter is the first in a series of
programs about the role of the book in various foreign cultures. - '

- - -

4. Receptions and other ceremonial events. In Chicago, on June 26, 1978,
in cooperation with the American Library Associatioh ancs perhaps
other groups, the Center will sponsor a reception honoring authors of

e Chicago ‘area. In April 1979 the Center might “join with the San- -
Francis¢o Public Library in several events honoring that inst:'[tuti‘_or_t.’s'

L]
-

centennial. : .

In res-.ponse to 2 question from Arthur Brody, Mr. Cole explained that the
proceedings of all the invitational seminars will be-published. It is also likely

* that many of the specialized programs will result in: publications. A mailing

list is being established to keep all interested parties informed about the -

. Center’s activities. ¢ _ - L : -
George C. McGhee, chairman of the National Advisory Board, called. for a
discussion of the organizational proposal distributed prior to the meeting. He

" listed several questions to-be settled, including the narnes, sizes, and re#ponsi—

. bilities of the variouy groups -contemplated.- He felt it was essential’ that *—
‘involvement with the Center be considered an honor—but not an “honorary
position® in the sense that no work was required. He explained that “mem-

bers” of the Center would be expected to serve as "‘wiridows”_,b% i the -
Center and their respective corners of the book communit)}_a"'y'_ partici-

- - pate, when appropriate, in the Center’s programs. No dues will be imposed -

upon participants, nor is fund-raising the principal reason for constituting the
‘Board of Advisors. The Center will be project-oriénted and it is expected that™
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interested mdlwduals and organlzafi‘gns will join w:th the @nter to support
specific projects or programs- The Center itself will remain shall, re1y1ng on
‘the Library of Congress for a certain degree of administrative support, on -
volunteers, and on exlstmg organizations. _
- Mr. McGhee singled out another question for discussion: to what extentr
sh%uld the Center for the Bookx become a-‘,ﬁz/ orgaruzanon'? Was the K
Smiithsonian Associate” Srganizatibn a parallel? In\eesponsé to the latter ques-.

_ tion, Dr. Boorstin thoughta not, but Ann Heidbreder Eastrian suggested the
‘name ‘““Reader” as one that might be cons1dered for members of the larger
organization if one developed. Barbara Tuchmian thought this concept had
appeal..In discussing nomenclature, Arthur Brody was not enthusm.snc about
the proposed name of *‘Companions.” Simon Michagl Bessie fel-t this term
should be reserved for individuals singled out by the Center for their special -

- contnbunons to the book community.

_ The dzscusslon resulted in genex%l (but not"u_nanlmous) agreement on sev-
eral points. The National Advisory Board will €onsist of approximately 80
persons chosen primarily because of their devotion to the book. The Librar- -
ian of Congress wil] issue the invitations, Whlch will be for three-year, renew-
-able terms -of office.. Appro*umately half of the inwitations -will go to
'members-at-lgge and the rest to persors who represent organizations inter-

- ested in the Center and its activities. The first meeting will be held in late
.September ‘or early October: A Steering Committee, also headed by Mr.
McGhee; will provide guidance regarding the Center’s functions and prioriti

The development of a precise statement of purpose for the Center will;e
an early responsibility'of the Steering Commirttee. It also will establish the
various membership committees. Eventually the Center plans to create, in

- addition to a finance/administration commlttee, _membership committees
reflecting the following areas of concern: history of books and printing; the
future of the book, which will include the impact and uses of technology and
other media; authorship and writing; publishing and ‘bookselling; libraries and
booL use; reading and literacy, which will include children’s books and read-
ifg; and the international flow of books. The committee structure. will be
kept-dnforrmal and flexible. For’ etam,plc, if there is no immediate interest,
formation of 2 commirttee will be postponed. As’ pro_]e&:ts develop, 1nterested
individuals and organizations will be brought together. As Dr. Boorstin
stressed, the Center should become a place.of opportunity, a place where new

- and varied interests can cornbme to find. new and varied ways to promote
books and reading. = _ - ~ : '
\ Many potential projects for the Center and its committees were discussed.
‘Martin Levin saw two important needs the Center might fulfill: unprovedA
communication about significant problems faced by various segments of the
book community, .g., mtemano-na.l book activities; and recognition of md.l—
viduals who have made s1gn1ﬁcant contributions to the book community—a:

. contribution toward stemming the tide toward depersonalization throughout
. the mdustry. Leo Albert mennoncd a pro_]ect that was needed in each of the
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- Center’s areas of 1 1nterest: an inventory of book programs now being spon-

sored by both the government and the private sector. John Putnam felt it
would be useful for the Center to review the Charter of the Book; which was .

promulgated dunng Inteinational Book Year. Margaret McNamara and

-Dorothy Shields gointed out the potential usefulness of public service adver-
| tising far _the Center and ifs. programs. In a smular vein, Gcorge McGhee -

pointed out potential’uses of the Advertising Council.

Barbara Ringer expressed her belief that’the Center should be represegted_ :
at UNESCO meetings concerned with national and international book pro-

grams.. Leo Albert and Harold Schneidman enlightered the group -about a
particular UNESCO matter. They pointed out that the * “new world informa-
tion order’ now being formulated by the UNESCO Advisory Group on World
Commumcanon Problems, could conceivably restrict the free flow of books
and information among the nations of the world. The question was posed:
what role, if any, should the Center for the 'Book play in response to this

‘possible development?

Ann Heidbreder Eastman ffelt the subject of readmg development was
especially appropriate for the Centers cons1deratlon. She referred to the
1951 conference on reading development sponsored by the American Book
Publishers-Council and”hoped the Center might support a similar meeting

focused, perhaps, on adult reading habits. Roysce Smith suggested the Center

sponsor a panel at the 1979 convention & American Booksellers Assocj;a-

tion on this or a related topic. In fact the Assotiation might use the subject of

reading habits, or perhaps literacy, as a general convention theme.
Robert Frase suggested that the Center, working thréough the Ora.lﬁistory

. Association, encourage an “oral history of the book world” that would inter-

view publishers, librarians, booksellers, etc. The tape recordings would be
deposited in the Library. John Putnam mentioned the need for a newsletter.
Mary Lethbridge explained the nature of the Library of-Congress Information
Bicletin and Quarterly Journal and proposed that the Information Bulletin
_publish Center for the Book supplements unt:d a regular Center publication is

estabhsh ed.

- -

o



o

3

v

TPE HISTORY OF BOOKS AND PRMYJ\TG
Aprzl 13-14, 1978 i .

Morning discussion April 13: Introductzon .

'Fifteen librarians, scholars publishers, collectors and edltors fromn wvarious
parts of the United ‘States met in the Wilson Room on April 13 and 14 to
discuss contributions the Library’s new Center. for the Book rn1ght make to
the study of books and printing. This gathering was the fourth in a series of
Center for the Book planning meetings. Specialists from the hbrary of Con-
gress staff joined the outside experts for the discussion. .-

. Librarian of Congress Daniel J. Boorstin opened the meeting by . stressing

" the need to remind our citizens of the great influence the book has had on

the development .of our civilization. It is one of our greatest resources—and

.“'.

both a triumph of technology and a work of art. Its uniqueness must be .- -

recognized and preserved. The bibliophilic side of the study of the book is
important and naturally must be encouraged, but the social history of the

book—its fundamental relationship to .the rise of our democratic society—
must be explored as well. The Center for the Book will serve as a catalyst in
the world of books, reaching out to enhance appreciation of the book, to

. encourage its use, and to stirnulate the readmg habit. The Center will work
" closely .with other groups that Kave related concerns; it will not compete with
- any other organization for supporr.

John Y. Cole, the Center’s Executive Du-ect:or, sketched the general pur-
poses of the Center and its major areas of interest which include, in addition

to the history of books and printing, the book and other media, the inter-

national flow of books, authorship and writing, pubhshmg and bookselling,
ies and book use, 3nd reading and literacy.
Membefs of the advisory group briefly summarized their major concerns.

" Ruth Mortimer recalled.the needs and gmbitions of her students and hoped

the Center might serve a-general educational purpose, especially in the history
of printing. David Godine feels the Center should try to reach people who do
not read or buy booksy which. appears to be about 60% of the American
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population. This should be done through specific, focused 'proj'ccts. In addi-

tion the Center should provide informatio about publications and, current
exhibits of -special interest. Joyce Wilson remindcd'::he group of the impor-
tance of children’s books to the endeavor. She and Adrian Wilson also-felt it
was essential to’ encourage*historical research and better book design. The
-Center’s "potential function as a coordinatog’ and facilitator of historical proj-
ects was mentioned by Elizabeth Harris. john Bidwel thotht the Center
. might serve as a coordinator and stimulus in the relanvelv new field of

19th-century printing and paper history. . )

Sandra Kirshenbaum would like the Center to serve as an educational medi-
. um, treating the book and its related parts as a whole and demoné‘trating how
the book traditions of the past are being expressed in our contemporary
culture. She underscored a contradiction in need of further study:" ‘even
' though fewer people appear to be reading,,there is an explosion of i interest 1n
many aspects of our book hcntage—especmlly in the book arts.

Robert N1k1rk expressed his conviction that we somehow must give school-
children a greatcr opportunity to appreciate quality -in the book crafts.
Another useful function of the Center would be the identification of organi-
zations in the book world that need help. The Center should also identify
scholarly needs and support the development of scholarly tools useful to the
field.

James Wells spoke about thedimportance of improving the quahty of teach- .
ing in the area of the hl.StOI'V of books and printing. In addition, there is a_
dearth of interesting, informed books at the popular level. Moreover, some-
-one should be encouraging the translatlon of significant foreign works about
the history of the book. J. M. Edelstein voiced his hope that b1bhoph1hc
top1cs would not be ignored as the Center accegted the social and intellectual
aspcct of the book’s coptribution to society. There are many useful-contribu-
tions that might be made in the field of bibliography.

William. Todd cautioned the Center to avoid ““dull scholasticism’’; it will not
inspire anything if it becomes overly scholastic. It should send out “cultural
missionaries” to promotE the book in the spirit of the Chautauqua move-
ment. Another idea is for it to award, or encourage the awarding, of beauti-
fully designed books to children and others as prizes. Terry Belanger stated
his belief that the Cenges’s most useful function would be to serve as a

“switching post™ for information and ideas. L

Leonard Schlosser described his view of history as an ongoing continuum
and the importance of continually viewing the book within this perspective,
‘always relating it to other media and technologies. The Center should not
overestimate or be overly ‘influenced by current trends, especially in the craft
' movement. Thomas Tanselle noted that the subject of editing had not been
- mentioned. It is an especially !fru1tful topic for study because editing and the,

editor provide a connecnon 7etween the physical book and the contents of

the book..

T
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" Morning discussion April 13: The Educational Role
The advisors agreed that the Cénter should act as a coordinator and perhaps =
“consultant” ‘with regard to fellawships, giving advice and mfo\rmauon but
prébably not o?fenng its own fellowships. The pressing need is to identify
" “research tasks a.nfropportumnes and then make that informarion more widely
available. James Wells mentioned. the desirability’ of greater support for indi-
vid dissertations; Ruth Mortimer suggested the possibility of apprentice-
ships. \Thomas Tanselle hoped the Center wotld urge others, Including the
Library Yof Congress itself, to undertake large but important projects such as
‘putting ‘entries now in the National Union Catalog into,other formats that
_would be useful to researchers and bibliographers, e.g., arrangement by pub-
lisher or imprint date. Such rearrangements can be done by computer once
thé Library agrees the-effort s worthwhile. Davdd Godine and -William Todd -
urged the Center to proselytize on behalf of the book to Rew and different
audiences. Mr. Todd advocated a “resident: bibliophile”” who would spend
much of his or her six-month term of office making public appearances
around the country on behalf of the Center and its programs.
John Y. Cole explained that in performing its educational function the
Center will work closely with the Library’s exhibits and publications pro-
"' grams. Both activities, under the leadership of Carol Nemeyer, the new Asso-
ciate Librarian for National Programs, are being refocused and, i all --
probability, expanded. Because of these changes and the recent arrival of new
- Exhibits and:Publications Officers,” we now have a unique opportunity to
develop innovative programs that will help brihg the Library of Congress and - -
. it¥ resources to the natjon in many new ways. Next, Michael Carrigan, the
' -new Exhibits Officer, tlined some of his plans and asked for ideas. i
.. -Robert Nikirk stressed the importance of encouraging high standards for
exhibits; John_ Bidwell seconded the notion. James Wells questioned the idea
of “permanent” exhibits, pointing out that most of them quickly becorne
“szalé. He also felt tyravehng exhibits should be sent to institutions other
than libraries. :Alan Fern, director of the Library’s Research Department,
.underscored the need to expand the audience, using the Library’s materials to
support other organizations in our cor‘hrnon effort ‘‘to increase consciousness
of the history of books and printing.” William Todd offered the idea of a
“book- of the day” exhibit which would celebrate anniversaries of significant
or especially interesting works. The labels or-written materials prepared to
. accompany the “book of the day”’ exhibit could be shared with institutions
around the country and the world. Robert Nikirk and Terry Belanger would
. like to see more market reseirch performed to learn what types of exhibits
'* . libraries wanted; William Todd and Leonard Schlosser disagreed, championing
~ a leadership role for the Ccnte{ and the L1brary of Congress in travelmg
exhibit programs. - e
Leonard - Schlosser cautioned agamst becommg ‘too rarified” in e‘(hlblt
_ presentations and programs. There is a vacuum to be filled with regard to
ma_]or, authont?nve book ex}ublts such as the former AIGA exh1b1t. Can the
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mCe-n;te_r bnng other orgemzanons together to accomphsh tlus kmd of broad -

general purpose that serves the entire book world? Sandra Kirshenbaum- advo-
cated an exhibit that demonstrated.the various. parts of the book and how
they-are put together. Such an exhibit would help the Center meet one of its

' major educational goals: increasing appreciation for books and for excellence

i book makxng. Leonard Schlosser agreed, but warned .that the Library

should be wary of puttmg its unpnmatur on anythmg that did not meet the
‘highest sta.ndards. _ ] . ;

L4

Luncheon dxscusszon Aprzl 13: Exhibits and Publications
Dana Pratt, the Library’s new Pubhshmg Officer, tempted the audience
with a description of the Library’s publishing possibilities, comparing the

- institution’s collections to-the holchngs of a ““marvelous candy store.” Daniel

-

J- Boorstin addressed the necessity of “awakening people to the beauty ofa\
well-designed book,” deploring in particular the design of certain American !
.- history textbooks: Everyone agreed that the Library of Congress should con~
- tinue to exHort the Govérnment Printing Office to improve the design and the -
general qualify of its publications. Sandra Kirshenbaum asked if the Library -
'might assist other irstitutions by pubhsl'ung or co-publishing their exhibit

4

catalogs. It was agreed that for the present the Library of Congress needs to

concentrate on its' own program, but that the Center m1ght perform a clear-
inghouse function with regard to mfon’nauon about book a.nd book arts
exhibits. :

The Librarian returned to the prob‘lem of ﬁnd:l.ng spec1ﬁc ways ‘““to awaken
readers to the fact that they are reading something that has been designed.”

‘Might nat the Center encourage publication of a ‘“‘primer of book de51gn”

that would include references to all kinds of books including paperbacks’ The

impetus in this direction. probably will not come from the: private sector.

\

Several persons pomted out that development .of such a primer might be

.coordinated with the ¢reation of exhibits or pubhcanons drawing attendon to

the dlfferent elements a.nd proéesses that go into the mak:.ng ofa book.

-

-/ ‘ . - -
- -

Aﬁernoon dzscusszon April 13: Publzcatzons and the
Clearinghowuse Function

John Y Cole asked for advice about how the Center might most effectively -

communicate with the book world and others outs1de our rather specialized
world. Should it establish its own newsletter? Its own journal? Should the LC
Informatxon Bulletin and Quarterly Journal be its primary vehicles oft com-

" munication? Dana-Pratt and other LC staff members provided background

information about the. Library’s publications -projects. There was agreement
that the Library and the Center Kad to make certain basic decisions about the
Center’s functions before a separate newsletter is-published. When developed,
as it probably should be, this newsletter should empha.su.ze the .Center’s
unique perspective—and unique catalytic function—within the book commu-

nity. A consensus also developed about the Quaiterly Jowrnal: it desperately -
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o needs redes:gnmg but 1ts 'sqmewhat ‘eclectic nature is rather appcallng—and
accur;tely reflects the nature of the institution it represents!
Robert Nikirk reiterated his concern about ‘outreach. Exhibits and many
other Library of Congress activities have little meaning unless they are shared
with others outside the institution. Those administering both the exhibits and
publications programs must bear this in mind. Sandra Kirshenbaum asked if
the Lt‘brary or the Center might support certain publication projects origi-
_nating élsewhere but thus far unpublished. Messrs. Nikirk, Schlosser, Godine,
" and Belanger objected to any suggestion that the Center might compete with
_commercial publishers. Others quickly responded that perhaps the proper role

for the Center was facilitating the publication of worthwhile manuscripts.’
Others suggested that in addition to- this role, the Center would perform a

useful function if it could 1dent1fy and publicize poss1ble funding sources for

-all book-related proposals, whether or not publication was a goal. .

Terry. Belanger identified several types of national registries that the Center
might- appropnately support. _]'ames Wells noted the desirability of analyzing

journal articles~in"the book feld. _]'ohn Y. Colé pointed out’that the Library’s

MARC ofﬁce already was producing, for internal use, a “monthly awareness
service” covering books and other publications in hb.rary and information
science. Perhaps the Center should sponsqr wider coverage and distribution of
this service. Thomas Tanselle felt that, in addition to the clearinghouse func-
don, the Center should stdmulate new, original bibliographical works, both

outside and inside the Library. Moreover, it should do what it can to encour-

age the cataloging- og the Library’s specialized research collections, such as -
those in the Rare Book and Special Collections Division, “the Copyright
Office, and the Prints and Photographs Division. Such efforts are of w1de—

. spread 1nterest to the field and should be ngen pnonty.

L | .

.M’omzng discussion Aprzl 14 Concluszon . - T

- Elizabeth Eisenstein, joining the group for the first time, sketched her
major concerns. She explained that her view was that of a.cultural and intel- =
Jectual historian. This led her to her first point: was not the Center’s name
ﬁo constrictive? Was it not in fact concerned with mdre than just the book"

d with all of “print culture?” Through conferences and seminars, the Cen-

ter should encourage a sharper definition of the problems we face because of
the prohferatxon of printed materials. Our present “‘economy of abundance™
has altéred the traditional roles of the book and the printed word in our
society. There are many dimensions of. this development that the.Center
- might explore, including its impact on the history ‘of libraries, data collection,
book production, book distribution, and book consumption. Specific topics
¢ould be illuminated by exhibits and graphic displays using maps, charts., and
statistical data.-Case studies might 1nc1ude “encyclopedias through the. ages,”
pomography, printing as publicity, m1551onary movements' (how many lan-
guages is the Bible translated into each year?), translations movements, and

“the reading public in the media age.” Other themes worth pursu1ng are _

Q
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tc;ctbooks and l:hen:;oic msoc:.e:y, mu.s:c_ pnnnng, _and.children’s books asa- - -~

Y ".1-' ~’

-

genre.
There was a dmcusmon about the possibility of the Center maintaining-a

‘“‘research-in-progress”. file for the area of the history o(books and printing.
Tom Tanselle pointed out that certain pubhcauon§ already perform this func-
tion; moreover, he felt a continuing list of “things that need to be done™
would be more useful. Others proposed that the Center index or abstract the
various book and printing newsletters already in existence. L

William Matheson, Chief of the lerary s Rare Book and Spec1aI Coﬁectxons
-Division, spoke_of his experiences in organizing the first four Engelhard lec-
" tures on the book. The advisors endorséd the Library’s recent decision to use

funds donated by Mrs. Charles W.- Engelhard to support informal talks by
~ specialists instead of the previous formal lectures. The 1nforrnal talks have-
- become part ofthe Center’s program. .o - : :
Sandra Kirshenbaum proposed that the Center encourage, or perhaps spon-
sor, a traveling corps of speakers. Elizabeth Eisenstein endorsed the idea of
" popular talks about book-related subjects and recornmended talks for elemen-
_tary and secondary school children. Exhibits Yor young audiences would be a, -
desirable contribution. School teachers are another important audience. The
group- vetoed any suggestion that the- Library or the Center have a biblio-
‘graphic press or give practical demonstrations on such a press. The Smith-
sonian Institution is performing this function and doxng an excellent:_]ob "
" Everyone agreed that the Center should have a p\hys1cal Presence’] within

the Library once the ‘mdve tj new Madison building makes more space

S .

available. For the first time the Pook community, inclpding librarians, pub-
Bishers, booksellers, authors, schola.rs, will have a place to meet and .+
. socializé « within the Library of Congress. It was suggested that this meeting
area be connected to a rea&mg roorn of basic books mdP}nodxcah about all
sub_]ects of interest to the Center.’ .
-~ John Y. Cole explained the rationale behind the Center’s pla.nnmg meetings
: and the events it has: scheduled thus far. He discussed the Center’s role as_
" both a forum and a catalyst, pointing up the need tc ..velop the widest
possible: support within and outside the book community. The Center itself
- will remain small relylng on volunteer help, on other. organlzatlons, and,.
) when appropriate, on the staffs of various Library of Congress\dlvls:lons. It
will make every-effort.to enrich the lerary s programs and hépes’ to provide
a new internal focus and'stimulus for many Library activities.
Leonard Schlosser talked about the difficulty of enlisting the appropriate
' persons from the book manufacturing industry in the Center’s endeavors.
"And he voluntéered to help. He also stressed the relative ms1gn1ﬁcance of the
- book publishing and manufacturing business when compax;ed to the indusery
~as 2 whole and echoed others who had advised the Center to incorporate the
“print media” within its ‘scope of interest. Where, he asked, is the line of'
demarcation betwéen books, magazines, newspapers, audlov:!sual materials,
etc.? Much book publishing today isin fact “nén-book.”” A '
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Dawd Godine “madec several . pomtS—about the - ‘Center. and! its aud1cnccs—- e

potentxal and actual.. He felt too much effort is being spent preachmg to the
converted.” The most important audtenceyis qutside the relatively narrow,
academically-oriented book lovers represented at this meeting. How do we
reach those who have not been converted? 'H6w can the Center involve the

“non-book”. organizations that already reach these audiences. Many of these
orgaxuza.t:ons are capable of Provu‘lmg extensive and free publicity. Finally,

how can the Center develop the support wrthzrz the Library of Congress that |
will giye it impetus and dlrecnon"’ Wxthout _such internal support it will

undoubtedly fail. * . . S
. Alan Fern responded to Mr. Godme a.nd concluded the session..He outlined

the opportunities the Centér had to stimulate the Library of Congress isself,

especially in focus1ng and coordirating certain tultural events and in strength-
ening the Library’s research and scholarly. activities. The Library of Congress

is now trying to mobilize its scholarly staff to serve a national cliéntele of
book people, researchers, and scholars. The Center for the Book will play an
important role in this effort, as will Dr. Boorstm s proposed Council of Schol-
ars. But in order to succeed, the L1brary must have the support and the’ideas

of each person in the room.
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PUBLIC LAW 95-129—0CT. 13, 1977 - 91 STAT. 1151

Public Law 95-129
95th Congress » | h
TR _ ST 7?':».'” .-T“'-:' ;;‘;?_.::”“ ‘__—>”-‘"“'A.'n ,’A'ct o e o e e o o s e s m e - ___“_A»_‘“’

To provide for the establishment of a Center for the Book in the Llbrary of _Oct 13.1977
CYngress, and for other purposes. . [S. 1331)
. . . - . . & . '
Be it enacted by the Senate and House o;‘ Representatives of the = - o
United States of America in Congress assern led, . | . Lijbrary of R

Center for .
the Book,
establishment.
- 2 USC171.

. ¥ DECLARATION OF FINDINGS AND PURPOSE
Secrion™1l. The Congress hereby finds and declares—
_ at the Congress of the United States on April 24, 1800,
established for itself a library of the Congress; '
(2) that in 1815, the Congress purchased the personal library:
of the third President of the ‘United States which contained mate-
rials on every science known to man and desCribe’c’l such a collec-

tion as a “substratum of a great national library”; : _
(3) that the Congress of the United States in recognition of _
the importance of frinting and its impact on America purchased
- the Gutenberg Bible in 1930 for the Nation for placement irrthe
Library of Cong 3 e _ _
[ (4) thatXhe Congress of the United States has through statute
‘a.lrlld app f_opr.'iations made this library accessible to any member of
the public; N , . i
(5) that this collection of books and other library materials has
now become one of the atest libraries in civilization: ‘
(6) that the book and the printed word have had the most
rofound influénce on American civilization and learning and . -
. have been the very foundation on which our democratic principles
have survived -through our two. hundred-jear history:. . ‘
(7) that in thé year 1977, the Congress of the United States
assembled herebv declares its reaffirmation of the importance of
the printed word and the book and recognizes the importance of
- @ Center for the Book to the continued study and development .
of written record as central to our understanding of ourselves -'-'
- and.our world. - T _ ' ' . i .
Tt is therefore the purpose of this Act to.establish a Center for the -
. Book in the Library of Congress to provide a program for the investi-.
gation of the transmission of human knowledge and to heighten public.
interest in the role of books and printing in the diffusion of this- -
knowledge. ‘ o o - T |

- . -

Al

-

S0 DEFINITIONS -7 ..

" SEc: 2. Astsed in this Act— F . 2 USC 172.
(1) the termm Center means the Center for the Book; - '
(2) the term Librarian means the Librarian of Congress.

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CENTER

 SEc. 3. There is'herebj‘r established in the Library. of Coﬁgrass a 2USC173. . .
‘Center for the Book. ST e T T
. The Center shall be under the direction of the Librarian of Congress. - '




f - - .
91 STAT. 1152 . Y PUBLIC LAW 95-129—0CT. 13, 1977_

\” FUNCTION OF THE CENTER

2USC174. Sec. 4. The Librarian through the ‘Center shall stimulate public

interest and research in the role of the book in the diffusion of knowl- __
T T 7T Tedge through-such activities as a visiting scholar program accompanied
by lectures, exhibits. publications. and any other related activities.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

2 USC 175. Sec. 5. The Librarian of Congress, in -ca.rrying out the Center’s
' functions, is authorized to— i ' ) S
Regulations. (1) prescribe such regulations as he deems necessary ;

, ry;

(2) receive money and othéer property donated, bequeathed}gr
devised for the purposesof the Center. and to use, sell, or otherwise
dispose of such property for the purposes of carrying out the
Center’s functions. without reference to Federal disposal statutes;

(3) accept and utilize the services of voluntary and noncomgen—"ﬂ
sated personnel and reimburse them for travel expenses, including
glédnem., as authorized by section 5703 of title 5, United States

e, - . : S
Approved October 13, 1977.
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